
South Baltimore Neighborhood Association 

Protocols for Live Entertainment Conditional Use Applications 

1. Background: The Baltimore City Board of Municipal Zoning and Appeals (BMZA) requires 
applicants for live entertainment and/or dancing indicate why there is a ‘public’ need for live 
entertainment. Public in this instance refers to the primary stakeholders, the neighborhoods and their 
residents, whose family homes are within and surround the Federal Hill Business District, which is the hub 
of the community. Multiple businesses have apartments above them and homes share lots and alleys 
with restaurants and bars. The residents of South Baltimore patronize the variety of businesses; however 
the number and size of liquor establishments have grown dramatically over the past ten years and 
redefined the Federal Hill business district adding loud music through open windows heard blocks away 
and noisy patrons wake residents at closing walking to parked cars by residences.  South Baltimore has 
the most liquor licenses of any neighborhood. Based on the close proximity of the resident's homes to the 
establishments applying for live entertainment plus the severely limited parking, live entertainment is sure 
to challenge a peaceful coexistence by disturbing the quiet enjoyment1 of the residents in their homes.   

2. History of the Establishment: Any establishment that has a history of repeat violations of the 
Annotated Code of Maryland (Article 2B) or of previous license suspensions or violations of the Zoning 
laws shall not receive approval from the SBNA. The establishments applying for live entertainment and/or 
dancing shall have had a liquor license for at least two (2) years prior to applying, in order to demonstrate 
that such a history does not exist. SBNA is also bound by the experiences of its residents within 300 feet. 

3. Hours of Operation: The business must close its doors at 2:00 AM with no extended hours of 
operation under any circumstances. Live entertainment and/or dancing shall be limited to two (2) 
specified nights per week and one (1) floater night; and, is not to take place outside of the following hours 
on the following days: 5:00pm – 10pm on Monday through Thursday; 5:00pm – 10:00 pm on Friday and 
Saturday; and 11:00am – 6:00pm on Sunday, to ensure local businesses are not adversely affected and 
to facilitate the removal of the entertainers and their equipment well before closing and the dispersal of 
customers from the area at closing.  

4. Controlled Sound Levels: The proposed live entertainment must be limited to the interior of the 
premises. All live entertainment cannot exceed sound levels specified in the Baltimore City Health Code2. 
In addition in any circumstances in which any amplification is used in conjunction with live entertainment, 
all windows and doors must be shut.  

5. Parking Plan: As required by the Baltimore City Zoning Code, the applicant shall identify how it 
plans to maintain or decrease the parking load on the neighborhood. Specifically, the application shall 
provide for the development, the maintenance of such a plan, and a copy of the signed contract for 
additional parking.3  

6. Neighborhood Relations: The applicant shall provide notification and a copy of its application 
for live entertainment and / or dancing to SBNA as soon as the application is submitted to the City or thirty 
(30) days before a hearing scheduled with the Zoning or Liquor boards to ensure it meets the criteria set 
here. If adequate time to review the application is not provided, the SBNA Board will request that BMZA 
and the Liquor Board reschedule the applicants hearing until ample notification is provided. ensure that 
Further, the applicant will provide proof to SBNA that it has notified its immediate neighbors (including all 
residences, schools, religious institutions, and business within 300 feet of the establishment) of its live 
entertainment and/or dancing conditional use application and provided them with a copy of the 
application. SBNA agrees to conduct future negotiations in good faith to determine if an amendment to the 
variance will be supported by SBNA, provided the establishment has a variance that has been in place for 
at least one (1) year and no violations have occurred. This in no way indicates that SBNA will support an 
amendment, only that it will have good faith discussions with the establishment of such a plan.    

                                                             
1 Quiet enjoyment is defined as: a covenant that promises that the grantee or tenant of an estate in real property will 
be able to possess the premises in peace, without disturbance by hostile claimants. 
2 Baltimore City Health Code, Section 9-206(c) & (d) and 9-207. 
3  Indicating the West Street Garage and Shofer’s Furniture Store’s parking lot will be used is insufficient as these 
methods are presently used and already inadequate 
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